
Writing a paragraph  
on a given topic 
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  Topic sentence 

  Supporting sentences 

  Concluding sentence 

 

How to write? 
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content 

What to write? 

MAHANAMA COLLEGE



What tense to use 

 Present tense 

 Past tense 

 Future tense 
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Subject verb agreement 

I sing songs         √ 

I sings songs                 X 

She sings songs          √ 

She sing songs        X 

They went to school tomorrow     X 

We eats rice        X 
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    S      +      v      +     O 

subject      verb      object   =  English sentences 

 
   I        eat       rice 
 She      writes      poems 
 
S  +  O  +  V = Sinhala/ Tamil sentences 
articles,   prepositions,    conjunctions 
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Present tense  

 Things /events happen everyday 

E.g. – How I help my parents. 

 

- What do I do everyday. 

- What do I do every Sunday . 
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    Singular       Plural 

First Person S                      V 
I                      read  
I                      eat 
I                      sing 

S                    V 
We                read 
We                eat 
We                sing 

Second Person S                       V 
You                 read 
You                 eat 
You                 sing  

S                    V 
You                read 
You                eat 
You                sing 

Third Person  S                           V 
He/She/It    reads 
He/She/It      eats 
He/She/It     sings 

S                     V 
They              read 
They              eat 
They              sing  
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Past tense 
  

For events which are already completed 
 

 A  historical place I visited 
 
 How I spent my last weekend 
 
 How I spent my  school vacation 
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Future tense 

For events which may occur in future/  

time to come 

 

e.g.- If I win a lottery  

       - what I would do after my O/L 
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 2010  Test - 6 
 

Write a paragraph on one of the following.  

Use about 50 words. 

 

a) How I help my parents 

   

b) a visit to an exhibition 
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   How I help my parents 

 I usually help my parents in many 
ways. I help my mother to cut the 
vegetables and wash the plates. I 
clean my room and sweep the house 
and garden. I also water the flower 
plants. Sometimes I help my father to 
wash his clothes and iron his clothes. I 
 help my parents because I love 
 and respect them a lot. 
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 2011 -  Test 6 
 
Write a short paragraph of what you 
did last weekend. The following words 
and phrases will help you. use about 
50 words. 
 
 (Saturday, Sunday, in the 
 morning, in the afternoon, in the 
 evening, before lunch, after 
 lunch, then, after that) 
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 I spent my last weekend usefully. 
On Saturday I got up at 6.00 am. in the 
morning . I helped my mother to clean 
the house. Before lunch I bathed and 
washed my clothes. After lunch I played 
with my friends. After that I visited my 
aunt with my parents. In the evening I 
went to see my parents. On Sunday I 
went to Sunday school in the morning , 
 and then visited my grand parents. I 
 like the way I spent my weekend 
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 2013 – Test 6 
 

You received the following note from your 
friend. Write a reply, use about 40-50 words. 

Include the following. 

- Thank your friend 

- Give a day, time and place to meet 

- Explain your willingness to meet two  

    friends. 

- Say what all of you can do together. 
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      30.12.13 
Dear Lasith, 
 
Congratulations! I heard that you have done 
well at the O/L exam. I would love to come 
and see you. when and where can we meet? 
Shall I bring our two friends Ruwan and Amal 
also?       
      Kasun  
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             02nd January 2014 

Dear Kasun, 

Thank you very much for your note. Please 
come to our place on Sunday the 15th of 
January at 11.00 am. I love to see my 
friends Ruwan and Amal. Please come with 
them. I didn’t see them after the exam. We 
can have lunch together at our place.   
                 
              Lasith 
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Write a notice /Draw a poster to 
be displayed in public places 
about a blood donation campaign. 
Include the following. 

-  Date  
-  Time  
-  Venue 
-  The organizer 
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NOTICE 

The Secretary, 
Social Services Club, 
Gemunu Maha Vid. 

A blood donation campaign will be 
organized by the social services Club of our 
school. Please join hands to save lives. 

Date : 10th October 2016  

Venue : school main hall. 

Time: From 9.00A.M - 11.00 A.M 
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Exam question 2012 

You are the secretary of your school  
literary association. You are planning to 
organize a debate on the following 
topic.  

“Computers are essential for a better 
life” 
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Exam question 2012 

Write a notice to be put up on your 
school notice board informing all grade 
eleven students about the debate. (use 
about 50 words) 

Include the following topic. 

Topic for debate  
Date and place 
Who will take part in the debate 
Invite all students. 
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 Notice  

........................... 
Secretary, 
( School Literary Association ) 

There will be a debate between the debating  teams of 
St. Mary’s Vidyalaya and Siri Parakumaba  Vidyalaya.  

Topic of the debate: “Computers are essential for a 
better life” 
Date and place : 15th of October 2013 at the main hall 
of St. Mary’s Vidyalaya . 

Time: 10.30 a.m. 

All the grade eleven students are invited. 

03rd October 2013 
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