
Simple Past Tense 

MAHANAMA COLLEGE



In November 1965, 30 million people in the 

United States and Canada lost electricity 

for a complete day. The street lights did 

not work. Traffic lights did not work. The 

airports were closed. Elevators and trains 

all stopped. 

When the lights went out.... 
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The blackout happened at 5.30 pm. when 

many people were going home. More than 

250,000 people were using the New York 

Sub Way. Many people were inside the 

trains. They could not open the doors of the 

trains. The only lights were from the 

vehicles. 
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The traffic signals were not working. The 

vehicles could not move. The planes could 

not land at the New York Airport. The 

trouble began when the hydro electric 

 generator at Niagara broke down. 
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Infinitive 

Regular Verbs 

Simple Past 

walk 

clean 

die 

close 

hurry 

try 

stay 

play 

walked 

cleaned 

died 

closed 

hurried 

tried 

stayed 

played 
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Infinitive 

Regular Verbs 

Simple Past 

stop 

plan 

prefer 

regret 

cancel 

cancel 

heap 

stopped 

planned 

preferred 

regretted 

cancelled 

canceled 

heaped 
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Infinitive 

Irregular Verbs 

Simple Past 

meet 

drive 

speak 

put 

write 

sing 

do 

sit 

stand 

met 

drove 

spoke 

put 

wrote 

sang 

did 

sat 

stood 
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Verb 

I  

He 

She 

It 

They 

You 

We 

walked 

walked 

walked 

walked 

walked 

walked 

walked 

Subject 
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I  

He 

She 

It 

They 

You 

We 

did not  

did not  

did not  

did not  

did not  

did not  

did not  

Structure   ( Negative ) 

Subject   +   did not   +      verb in  

      infinitive form 

go 

go 

go 

go 

go 

go 

go 
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I  

He 

She 

It 

They 

You 

We 

didn‟t 

didn‟t 

didn‟t 

didn‟t 

didn‟t 

didn‟t 

didn‟t 

Structure   ( Negative ) 

  did not     =    didn‟t 

go 

go 

go 

go 

go 

go 

go 

MAHANAMA COLLEGE



  He didn‟t cleaned the room 

Are the following sentences right 

or wrong? 

  She didn‟t understand it 

  It  didn‟t rained yesterday 

  They didn‟t closed the door 

  We didn‟t do it. 

 He didn‟t clean the room 

 It didn‟t rain yesterday 

 They didn‟t close the door 
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Did  

Did  

Did 

Did  

you 

he 

she 

they  

Structure   ( Questions) 

Did   +    Subject   +        Verb in  

          Infinitive Form 

buy   it  ? 

buy   it  ? 

buy   it  ? 

buy   it  ? 
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Structure  (  Wh Questions) 

     Wh..   +  did  +  subject  +      verb in 

Question       infinitive form 

What  did  you do ?    

I   read  a  book. 

Where  did you go  ?    

I   went  to  school 
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Structure  (  Wh Questions) 

     Wh..   +  did  +  subject  +      verb in 

Question       infinitive form 

When      did you come  home ?  

  I  came  home yesterday 

How much   did you pay  for it ?     

  I  paid  Rs  500/- for it. 
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Verb   “to be” 

Negative 

I          was 

He      was 

She     was     

It was 

They   were 

We were 

You were 

I           wasn‟t 

He       wasn‟t 

She      wasn‟t 

It          wasn‟t 

They  weren‟t 

We     weren‟t 

You    weren‟t 

Affirmative Questions 

Was           I  ? 

Was      he ? 

Was    she ? 

Was        it ? 

Were   they ? 

Were     we  ? 

Were    you  ? 
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Last year I (go) ______ to England on 

holiday. 

It (be) ______  fantastic. 

I (visit) ______ lots of interesting places. I 

(be) ______ with two friends of mine . 

went  

was 

visited 

was 

1.  

2.  

3.  

In the mornings we (walk) ______ in 

the streets of London. 

walked 4.  
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In the evenings we (go) _____ to  the 

beach 

It (not / rain) ____________ a lot. 

But we (see) _____ some beautiful 

rainbows. 

went  

did not rain 

saw 

5.  

7.  

8.  

Where (spend / you) ____________ 

your last holiday ? 

did you spend 9.  

The weather (be) _____ strangely fine. was 6.  
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Choose “Was” or “Were”: 

The teacher  _____ nice. 

The students _____ very clever. 

was  

were 

1.  

2.  

But one of the students _____ in 

trouble. 

We _____ sorry for him. 

was  

were 

3.  

4.  

He _____ nice though. was  5.  
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Make sentences with the given words 

describing the actions as they 

happened yesterday 

1) Kamal  -   feed - dog 

2)  Ravi -  ride - bicycle 

3)  Puppy - sleep - chair 

  Kamal fed his dog yesterday. 

   Ravi rode his bicycle yesterday. 

   The puppy  slept under the     

           chair yesterday. 
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Make sentences with the given words 

describing the actions as they 

happened yesterday 

4) Mahima and Rohan - play - badminton 

5) Father  - wash - car 

6)  Saman  -  be - home 

  Mahima and Rohan played   

  badminton yesterday. 

   My father washed our car yesterday. 

   Saman was at home yesterday. 
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Every morning Nisansala gets up early 

and makes breakfast for the family. 

She leaves home at seven o‟ clock and 

takes a three wheeler to her school. 

She starts work at seven thirty. At a 

quarter past ten she has a break.  

Write the following description of 

Nisansala  changing „every morning‟ to 

„yesterday‟. Make other necessary 

changes as well. 
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She always has a cup of tea and a 

sandwich in the canteen at this time.  At one 

thirty she finishes her work. She arrives 

home at half past two and takes lunch with 

the family. 
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Every morning Nisansala gets up early 

and makes breakfast for the family. 

She leaves home at seven o‟ clock and 

takes a three wheeler to her school. 

She starts work at seven thirty. At a 

quarter past ten she has a break.  

Write the following description of 

Nisansala  changing „every morning‟ to 

„yesterday‟. Make other necessary 

changes as well. 
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She always has a cup of tea and a 

sandwich in the canteen at this time.  At one 

thirty she finishes her work. She arrives 

home at half past two and takes lunch with 

the family. 
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Yesterday Nisansala   got up early 

and made breakfast for the family. 

She left home at seven o‟ clock and 

took a three wheeler to her school. 

She started work at seven thirty. At a 

quarter past ten she had a break. 

Then she had a cup of tea and a 

sandwich in the canteen .  At one 

thirty she finished her work. She 

arrived home at half past two and 

took lunch with the family. 
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